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JICA in Japanese ODA
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Policy framework: The Government & JICA 
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JICA 5th Medium-term Plan (2022-2026)
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Today’s world 
• Multiple crisis

- Pandemic 

- Climate change 

- Debt stress

- Geopolitical element: e.g., Ukraine, supply chain, food and 
energy prices → World being divided again?

• Changing the landscape of international development and 
giving rise to different arguments

- Collaboration between ODA (Official Development Assistance, 
OOF (Other Official Flow) and PF (Private Flow)

- Emerging actors 

- SDGs: Mid-year toward 2030



What has changed and what has not changed

[What has changed]

• Not always remain poor 
countries

• Changing mindset of 
developing countries

• Changing relationship between 
developing countries and 
donors

• Development needs diversified 

• Recent world context,e.g. 
[de]globalization, digital

[What has not changed]

• Poverty and inequality still 
persist: The World Bank (2022): 
Around 2 billion (1991) → around 
650 million (2019)  

• Humanitarian crisis and 
refugees exist

• Conflicts

• Huge financial gap: both hard 
and soft aspects

• Knowledge gap



Required things in international development in 
the recent context

• Need for updating of perception on developing countries

• The pursuit of "getting the basics right

- Holistic and long-term perspectives

- Respond to the needs of developing countries in the right way and 
at the right time.

- To be humble. Listen to the voice. Not be prescriptive.

- Distinguish between (i) what is needed, (ii) what is demanded 
locally, and (iii) what is feasible. 

- Present various options for their policy formulation and 
implementation  

- Hybrid approach: Addressing what has changed and what has 
not changed
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Case of JICA



Possible complementarities b/w UK and JICA 
development cooperation under shared goals

Case of JICA

• Strong orientation toward implementation

• Various instruments

• Long tradition of practices of listening to the voices 

• Development experiences as Non-Western country

• Research 
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