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1. A fantasy walk in bygone Kyoto



Sumiyoshi Gukei住吉具慶. Tohi zukan都鄙図巻. Manuscript with no colophon, ca. late seventeenth century. Chester Beatty Library, 

Dublin. Shelf-mark: CBL J 1120.
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Shinpan Heianjō narabi ni rakugai no zu新板平安城并洛外之図. 

[Kyoto]:  Itsutsuya Kichibeeいつゝや吉兵衛, 1680. National Diet 

Library, Tokyo. Shelf-mark: WB39-5.
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seventeenth century. Owned by Konbuin, Nara and housed in the Nara National Museum, Nara. No shelf-mark.
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Nishimura Matazaemon

西村又左衛門



Shogaku bunshō narabi ni yorozu shitsukekata初学文章并万躾方. Kyoto: 

Nishimura Matazaemon西村又左衛門, 1634. Ehime University 

Library, Suzuka Bunko, Matsuyama. Shelf-mark: 816-S4.3.



Nishimura Matazaemon’s

book trade catalogue (1670)

Shojaku mokuroku Sakusha-tsuke taii書籍目録作者付大意. Edo: Nishimura Mataemon西村又右衛門; Kyoto: Nishimura Matazaemon

西村又左衛門, 1670. National Diet Library, shelf-mark:本別14-23.
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Like the grains of  sand on the 

seashore, countless are the 

books published every year 

filling my shop up to the roof.

Hōjō Dansui北条団水. Chūya yōjinki昼夜用心記. Kyoto: Izutsuya Shōee井筒屋庄兵衛 and Yurugi Jihee万木治兵衛; Edo: 

Suharaya Mohee須原屋茂兵衛, 1707. Microfilm of  the copy held at the Nakanoshima Toshokan. National Institute of  Japanese 

Literature, 66-1-4 (vol. 5, 9r). Image subject to copyright (https://kotenseki.nijl.ac.jp/biblio/100025896/viewer/90)

https://kotenseki.nijl.ac.jp/biblio/100025896/viewer/90


With the cutting of  characters 

the forest of  books 

luxuriantly bursts

Fudanzakura不断桜. Manuscript at Tenri Central Library (Wataya Bunko), transcribed in vol. 11 of  Mikan zappai

shiryō, edited by Suzuki Katsutada, (pagination 不1–不9). Okazaki: Suzuki Katsutada, 1961.

shokuji yori

fumihayashi wa

habikorite





2. My core argument



Knowledge making



Different and complementary research questions

How can I access, understand, and interiorize Buddhist teachings at a 

time when affiliation to a Buddhist temple has become the norm? 

How should I behave? 

How do I communicate better via letters in a stringently bureaucratic 

society? 

How can I improve my financial status? 

How can I cope with a land ravaged by disasters? 

How can I deal with the injustices perpetrated by the local 

administration? 





3. Two examples



Etiquette manual

(and wedding ceremonies)

shunpon

Sexually explicit illustrated books







“Publishing genres”

Books on manners and cookery

Shitsukekata-sho narabi ni ryōri-sho躾方書并料理書
Books for women

Nyosho女書



Onna kagami hidensho

女鏡秘伝書

Book on the secret tradition of  the mirror for women

1650



Onna kagami hidensho女鏡秘伝書. Kyoto: Noda Yahee野
田弥兵衛, 1650. Hiroshima University Library, shelf-

mark:教科書文庫/1/101/10-1650/2000048624.
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Wedding ceremonies

Onna kagami hidensho女鏡秘伝書. Kyoto: Noda Yahee野田弥兵衛, 1650. Hiroshima University Library, shelf-mark:教科
書文庫/1/101/10-1650/2000048624





Sanze aishō makura

三世相性枕

The pillow of  affinities across three generations

1687



Sanze aishō makura, vol. 2, Ebi bunko, images available on the website of  the Art Research Center

https://www.dh-jac.net/db1/books/search_portal.php

https://www.dh-jac.net/db1/books/search_portal.php
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Hayashi Yoshikazu, 197–245. Tokyo: Kawade Shobō Shinsha, 2013.
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After that, things change 

depending on the people, so it is 

difficult to record this in writing.

Onna kagami hidensho女鏡秘伝書. Kyoto: Noda Yahee野田弥兵衛, 1650. Hiroshima University Library, shelf-mark:教科
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Nishikigi錦木. N.p: publisher unknown, n.d. 

Private collection Suzuran Bunko, Cambridge 

(UK). No shelf-mark.

Hishikawa Moronobu菱川師宣. Nasake no uwamori情のうわもり. N.p.: 

publisher unknown, ca. 1680s. (only vol. 1). Private collection Suzuran Bunko, 

Cambridge (UK). No shelf-mark.





Ukiyo monogatari

Tales of  the floating world



4. Wayfinding
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