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WOMEN







COURT ladies,
WOMEN WARRIORS

&
courtesans



卑彌呼

HIMIKO

 

















推古天皇

EMPRESS SUIKO









皇極天皇

EMPRESS KŌGYOKU
(SAIMEI)











孝謙天皇
EMPRESS KŌKEN











紫式部
MURASAKI SHIKIBU





















巴御前
TOMOE GOZEN





‘Whenever a battle was imminent Yoshinaka sent her 
out as his first captain, equipped with strong armour, 
an oversized sword and a mighty bow; and she 
performed more deeds of valour than any of his other 
warriors.’

Tale of the Heike, compiled around 1371











ねね殿
NENE-DONO









‘Your beauty grows day by day. Tokichiro 
complains about you constantly and it is 
outrageous. While that bald rat flusters 
around trying to find another good woman, 
you remain lofty and elegant. Do not be 
jealous. Show Hideyoshi this letter.’ 

Oda Nobunaga 1575













‘We have got the enemy like birds in a cage ...  
I wish to send for Yodo. I wish you to tell 
her and make arrangements for her journey, 
and tell her that next to you she is the one 
that pleases me best ..  Your skill is the best 
in this world and our wish is always the 
same.’

Hideyoshi to Nene, 
siege of Odawara Castle, 1590























出雲阿国

IZUMO NO OKUNI

 











吉原

YOSHIWARA

 

















芸者

GEISHA

 









中野竹子

Nakano Takeko







モダンガール

Moga







平塚らいてう

Hiratsuka Raichō







與謝野晶子

Yosano Akiko







‘元始、女性は太陽であった’

‘ In the Beginning, 
Woman was the Sun…’  







ご静聴ありがとう
ございました
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