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Kajima Seibei (1866-1924) and the End 

of Yokohama Photography



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

Couple in conversation, c.1895

Hand-coloured albumen print 

photograph. 

Private Collection.





Charles WIRGMAN

’Il gagne de l’argent? Il fait des affaires?’ 

[Caricature of Felice BEATO], c.1867.

Watercolour on paper. 

British Museum, London.



Baron Raimund von STILLFRIED: Stillfried and unidentified 

Japanese assistant, Yokohama, c.1875

Private Collection, Vienna.



POSTER for the exhibition「鹿島清兵衛物語 明治次に生きた”

写真大尽’」 (‘The Story of Kajima Seibei - the “Millionaire 

Photographer” in the Meiji Period’), Tokyo: Fuji Film Square, 1 

June - 31 August 2019. 



SAWADA Tōko (澤田瞳子)

『星落ちて、なお』 (Hoshi-ochite, nao), Tokyo: Bungei Shunshū 

2021. 

Recipient of the 165th Naoki Prize, 2021.



Unidentified Photographer

Portrait of KAJIMA Seinosuke [鹿島政之助] (later Seibei), c.1870

Ambrotype (collodion positive on glass). 

Private Collection.



OGAWA Kazumasa (小川真一)

Portrait of KAJIMA Seibei, c.1895

Halftone print from dry-plate 

negative. 

Private Collection.



‘Shashin Daijin’ (写真大尽)

‘The Magnate of Photography’

写真 (1) Photograph; (2) photography

大尽                         (1) Millionaire, magnate

                         (2) Big spender, debauchee



OGAWA Kazumasa (小川真一)

日本写真会撮影会・向島鹿島氏別荘に於て (‘Meeting of the Photographic Society of 

Japan at the Mukōjima Residence of Mr. Kajima), 1893. Halftone print from Shashin 

shinpō (写真新報), no. 47 (30 April 1893), frontispiece. 

National Diet Library, Tokyo.



OGAWA Kazumasa (小川真一)

日本写真会撮影会・向島鹿島氏別荘に於て (‘Meeting of the 

Photographic Society of Japan at the Mukōjima Residence of Mr. 

Kajima), 1893. DETAIL SHOWING KAJIMA SEIBEI.



Unidentified Photographer

‘Kajima Seibei and Assistants’, halftone reproduction in W.K. Burton, 

‘Kajima Seibei’, Practical Photographer 5:56 (1 August 1894).



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

Mount Fuji viewed from Suzukawa, 1895

Albumen print photograph, 0.88 x 1.72m

Archives and Mausolea Department, Imperial Household Agency, Tokyo.
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[Bilingual Advertisement for the Genrokukan]

Shashin Sōwa [写真叢話], 3:10 (April 1895). 

National Diet Library, Tokyo.



Unidentified Photographer

‘The Genroku-kwan/ Photographic 

Studio and Fine-Art Gallery’.

Half-tone photograph, detail from 

The Genrokukan Catalogue, 

[Tokyo] n.d. [c.1895-99]

Museum für Ostasiatische Kunst, 

Köln.



TACHIBANA Morikuni (橘守国)

‘Jurōjin (寿老人)’ [The Old Man of 

the South Pole with his companion 

Genroku (玄鹿)], c.1720

Woodblock print. 



[Advertisement for the Genrokukan]

F[rancis] BRINKLEY: The Kyoto Industrial 

Exhibition of 1895, Kyoto [1895]. 

National Diet Library, Tokyo.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

‘Amateur Photographer/ S. Kajima’

Album cover. 

The Kurokawa Collection.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

The photographer in conversation 

with the geisha Ponta, c.1895

Hand-coloured albumen print 

photograph. 

Private Collection.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

[Ponta gazing through broken 

shōji window], c.1895

Hand-coloured albumen print 

photograph. 

The Kurokawa Collection.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

Ponta with companion in a 

garden, c.1895

Hand-coloured albumen print 

photograph. 

The Kurokawa Collection.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

‘1593. Girls holding umbrellas’, c.1895

Hand-coloured albumen print photograph. 

National Heritage Institute, State Chateau Hradec and Moravici, 

inventory number HM 10549b28 (Czech Republic).



UTAGAWA Kunisada (歌川国貞), later UTAGAWA Toyokuni III (三代 歌川豊国)

Untitled [Actors performing the Inase River Monologues (Inasegawa Seizoroi no ba)] , 1862

Polychrome woodblock triptych. 

Waseda University Theatre Museum, Tokyo.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

‘1560. Group of girls’, c.1895

Hand-coloured albumen print 

photograph. 

Nagasaki University Library.



KAJIMA Seibei

Ichikawa Danjuro IX performing the ‘Shibaraku’ Kabukiza 

November 1895

Halftone print from 歌舞新報社編『暫 歌舞伎十八番之内
鶴ヶ丘社内の場』玄鹿館 Tokyo, November 1896. 

Waseda University Museum, Tokyo.
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KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

W.K. Burton posing with the 

wrestler Ōzutsu Man’emon 大砲万
右エ門 (1869-1918), 1890

Monochrome albumen print 

photograph from dry-plate 

negative. 

Private Collection.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)/ William Kinninmond BURTON

Wrestlers with umpire (centre) in the garden of Kagayashiki, Tokyo, 1890

Monochrome albumen print photograph from dry-plate negative. 

Private Collection.



William Kinninmond BURTON

Kajima Seibei photographing sumo wrestlers, 1890

Monochrome albumen print photograph from dry-plate negative 

Private Collection.



KAJIMA Seibei (鹿島清兵衛)

W.K. Burton photographing sumo wrestlers, 1890

Monochrome albumen print photograph from dry-plate negative. 

Private Collection.



W[illiam] K[inninmond] BURTON [with KAJIMA Seibei]

Wrestlers & Wrestling in Japan, Tokyo: K. Ogawa n.d. 

[1895]

Album of collotype prints from dry-plate negatives.

Japan Society, London.



Count TODA Ujikata (戸田氏共伯爵)

外国写真展覧会 (‘The Exhibition of 

Foreign Photographs’), 1893. Halftone 

print from Shashin shinpō (写真新報), 

no. 48 (31 May 1893), frontispiece. 

National Diet Library, Tokyo.



What if..?
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