
A Fatigued Global 
Society and the 

Politicization of Religion 
in Japan

February27, 2024

Yoshi Kato (Rikkyo University/Cambridge University)

yk424@cam.ac.uk

Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation: 

Politics and Religion in Britain and Japan















Introduction

1. Globalization's Pitfalls and the Resurgence of 

"Religion" 

2. The History of “Religion” in Japan and the 

Development of Shinto Nationalism 

3. The Rise of Religious Politics in Japan in the 

Global Era

Conclusion

OUTLINE



1. Globalization's Pitfalls and the 

Resurgence of "Religion" 



What is “Religion?”

Creed Congregation Discipline





2. The History of “Religion” in 

Japan and the Development of 

Shinto Nationalism



The History of “Religion” in

Japan

 "shumon" (宗門) or “shushi” (宗旨) 

Other words：

Kyoho「教法」

Kyomon「教門」

Hokyo「奉教」

Seido「聖道」



Shumon Ninbetu Aratamecho
「宗門人別改帳」





Mokurai, Shimaji (島地黙雷, 1838-1911）



The Development of 
Shinto Nationalism

The Constitution of the 
Empire of Japan

 Article 28

 “The subjects of Japan 
shall have freedom of 
religion and belief as 
long as they do not 
disturb peace and 
order and do not 
violate their duties as 
subjects.”

 「日本臣民ハ安寧秩序ヲ
妨ケス及臣民タルノ義務
ニ背カサル限ニ於テ信教
ノ自由ヲ有ス」





In 1942, Takaban Elementary School holds a worship 
service for Emperor and teachers vow to the Imperial 
Palace（宮城遥拝）



In 1942, Takaban Elementary School Pupil in Meguro 
visiting Himonya Hachiman Shirine







Tokyo Daijingu東京大神宮



3. The Rise of Religious Politics in 

Japan in the Global Era











Thank You!
If there is any question, 

please email me: 

yk424@cam.ac.uk
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