
Tango in Japan: 
Cosmopolitanism Beyond the West

Dr Yuiko Asaba 
Lecturer in Music

SOAS University of London
Ya13@soas.ac.uk

Book Launch

Wednesday 5 March 2025

Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation

London, U.K.

mailto:Ya13@soas.ac.uk


Historical Overview

c1870: Argentina – Beginnings of tango in 
Buenos Aires.

1914: Japan – First tango performances 
in Yokohama and Tokyo.

1946-late 1970s: Japan’s ‘Golden Era of
Tango.’

1980s-present: New tango groups
continue to emerge in Japan.
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Why Tango in Japan?



Tango in Japan: 
Cosmopolitanism Beyond the West

Yuiko Asaba (2025)

Preface: ‘Why Tango in Japan?’

Introduction: Cosmopolitan Otherness, Tango, and 

the Japan-Argentina Connection

1. Authenticating Tango in Japan

2. Regulating and Fashioning the Body Through 

Tango

3. Knowledge, Patronage, and Japanese Tango 

Fandom

4. Performing Emotion and the Middle Culture in 

Post-World War II Japan

5. The Institutionalisation of Tango in Japan

Conclusion: Tango and Cosmopolitanism in Japan



The Japan-Argentina nexus

Tango’s arrival in 1910s Japan 

Regulating the dancing bodies

Emotion

Talk Structure



‘Libertango.’ Ryo & Hazuki 
with Tango Ensemble Astrorico, Japan



The Japan-Argentina nexus
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Regulating the dancing bodies



Emotion



Japan’s ‘Golden Era of Tango,’ 1946-late 1970s

Abo Ikuo 
(1937-2021)

Sakamoto Masaichi 
(1909-1995)

Fujisawa Ranko 
(1925-2013)

Hayakawa Shimpei
(1914-1984)



Abo Ikuo (1937-2021)



‘En Esta Tarde Gris’ (Mariano Mores; José María Contursi)
Abo Ikuo with the Orquesta Sakamoto Masaichi (Teleritmo, 1967))
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Scan for Ebook 
($29.99 USD)→

go.hawaii.edu/8Gk

go.hawaii.edu/Pxb

Scan for physical 
book ($75 USD / 
c.$50 USD with 
discount code)→

http://go.hawaii.edu/8Gk
http://go.hawaii.edu/Pxb

	Slide 1: Tango in Japan:  Cosmopolitanism Beyond the West   Dr Yuiko Asaba  Lecturer in Music SOAS University of London Ya13@soas.ac.uk 
	Slide 2: Historical Overview
	Slide 3: Why Tango in Japan?
	Slide 4: Tango in Japan:  Cosmopolitanism Beyond the West  Yuiko Asaba (2025)
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: ‘Libertango.’ Ryo & Hazuki  with Tango Ensemble Astrorico, Japan
	Slide 7: The Japan-Argentina nexus
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Regulating the dancing bodies
	Slide 10: Emotion
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Abo Ikuo (1937-2021)  
	Slide 13: ‘En Esta Tarde Gris’ (Mariano Mores; José María Contursi) Abo Ikuo with the Orquesta Sakamoto Masaichi (Teleritmo, 1967))
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

